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Historians in Montana formed a professional society, the Organization of 
Montana Historians, at the Montana History Conference in Helena Oct. 12.
Harry W. Fritz, chairman of the history department at the University of 
Montana, was named coordinator of the group.
The new organization is composed of history teachers in the state's 12 
public and private colleges and universities, representatives of local and 
state historical societies, and other interested historians.
Fritz said the organization seeks to bring professional historians 
together for social and scholarly activities, to promote the advancement of 
history throughout Montana, and to identify employment opportunities for 
historians in the public and private sectors.
The organization is also prepared to defend the interests of historians 
before appropriate political bodies.
Montana historians will explore the possibility of affiliation with the 
National Coordinating Committee for the Promotion of History, Fritz said.
The national conmittee is the parent society of similar professional groups in 
other states.
"There are times when professional historians must speak with a collective 
voice," Fritz said. "This organization will mobilize historians throughout 
Montana to defend the past in the future."
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